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Northwich  Urban  District  Council 


Health  Report  for  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  Council. 


M-esdam.es  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  essential 
matters  affecting  the  Public  Hearth  of  the  Town  during 
the  year  1955. 

SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE 

AREA. 

1954 

1955 

Area  ...  . 

(2,137) 

2,626* 

Population  —  Registrar-General's  latest 

estimate  of  population . 

(15,860) 

19,730* 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 

of  1955  . 

(5,357) 

6,371* 

Rateable  Value 

£155,670 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (1955) 

£607 

*  The  figures  given  above  in  brackets  indicate  the  corresponding  statistics 
for  1954.  The  changes  reported  are  the  outcome  of  a  revision  of  the 
Northwich  Urban  and  Rural  boundaries  which  came  into  effect  on  1st 
April,  1955. 

The  following  extracts  from  vital  statistics  of  the  year 
relate  to  net  births  and  deaths  after  correction  for  inward 
and  outward  transfers  by  the  Register-General. 


Total  M.  F. 

,  .  R.  .,  (Legitimate  ...  184  99  85  !  Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  the 
.ivc  oirt  s  1  illegitimate  ...  10  6  4  I  estimated  resident  population  9.83 


After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability 
Factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.02 

c..,,  D.  ,  1  Legitimate  ...  6  4  2  [Rate  per  1000  total  (live 

Mi.  Birt  s  f  illegitimate  ..  3  2  1  I  and  still)  births  .  44.33 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  233  131  102  Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  11.80 

After  adjustment  by  the  Comparability 
Factor  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.80 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  — 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  36  07 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  ...  38.04 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  including  8  of  the  lung  39 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  1 

„  „  Diptheria  .  — 
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The  following  table  compares  the  main  statistics  for 
1955  with  the  years  1944-1954  : — 


Year. 

Popu¬ 

Birth 

Death 

Infant 

Death 

No.  of 
Deaths 

No.  of 
Deaths 

lation 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

from 

from 

1944 

18,070 

...  17.43  ... 

14.27  ... 

41.26 

Cancer 

...  40  ... 

Tubercu¬ 

losis 

13 

1945 

18,130 

...  19.02  ... 

13.67  ... 

60.86 

...  32  ... 

8 

1946 

19,150 

...  21.14  ... 

12.95  ... 

46.91 

...  38  ... 

13 

1947 

19,580 

...  20.02  ... 

11.54  ... 

40.81 

...  32  ... 

1 

1948 

19,230 

...  18.09  ... 

11.18  ... 

28.73 

...  41  ... 

9 

1949 

18,810 

...  17.33  ... 

12.59  ... 

39.87 

...  28  ... 

8 

1950 

18.330 

...  13.64  ... 

13.42  ... 

32.00 

...  40  ... 

— 

1951 

17,160 

...  14.10  ... 

15.09  ... 

45.45 

...  39  ... 

4 

1952 

16,920 

...  14.59  ... 

13.00  ... 

28.34 

...  40  ... 

2 

1953 

16,470 

...  11.53  ... 

11.90  ... 

36.84 

...  34  ... 

4 

1954 

15,860 

...  12.35  ... 

11.60  ... 

5.10 

...  26  ... 

2 

1955 

19,730 

...  9.83  ... 

11.80  ... 

36.07 

...  39  ... 

1 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  —  1955 


1. 

? 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Taken  from  the  Registrar-General’s  Tables). 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  Other  forms  of 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 

Females 

1  Total 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

_ 

4 

1 

5 

8 

8 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

16 

5 

21 

1 

3 

18 

13 

31 

17 

12 

29 

1 

3 

4 

28 

22 

50 

9 

9 

18 

3 

3 

6 

2 

6 

8 

9 

1 

10 

2 

1  . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

5 

9 

14 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

l 

131 

102 

233 

Total 
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The  Surveyor  reports 

“  Town  Development. — A  further  stage  in  the  Town 
Centre  took  place  when  the  Ministry  of  Transport  agreed 
to  the  construction  of  the  Internal  Loop  Road.  This  road  is 
expected  to  be  opened  in  1956  and  should  relieve  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  the  congestion  of  High  Street  and  Witton 
Street.  It  should  also  open  the  way  to  the  proposals  for  the 
redevelopment  of  the  gasworks  and  the  market  areas  to 
proceed. 

New  Industries. — The  year  saw  the  new  factory  for 
British  Crepe  under  construction  in  Tabley  Street  and  this 
factory  is  expected  to  open  in  1956.  Negotiations  are  proce¬ 
eding  for  two  further  industrial  buildings  in  Old  Warring¬ 
ton  Road.  The  Council  considered  the  areas  of  land  avail¬ 
able  for  industry  and  made  representations  to  the  County 
Council  for  the  re-zoning  of  land  to  the  North  of  Witton 
Street  for  industry.  Negotiations  are  proceeding.” 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 


(A)  Provided  by  the  District  Council. 


( 1 )  Staff. 

W.  S.  Slater, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S, 
L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


Clerical  Staff. 


T.  Baines,  M.R.S.I., 
M.S.I.A,  Cert.  R.S.I. 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


F.  Johnson, 

Cert.  R.S.I.  Meat  and 
Other  Foods. 


Medical  Officer  (Services  shared  with 
of  Health  the  other  three  Mid- 
Hartford  Hill,  Cheshire  Districts,  the 
Darwin  Street,  County  Council  and 
Northwich,  with  the  North  and 
Cheshire.  Mid-Cheshire  Hospi- 
t  a  1  Management 
Committee  up  to 
31-3-’55). 

1  person  (Services  shared  with 
(whole-time)  the  other  three  Mid- 

Cheshire  Districts). 

Senior  Sanitary  (Northwich  Urban 
Inspector,  District  Council  only) 
The  Council 
House, 

Northwich. 

Additional  -do- 

Sanitary  Insp. 


Mrs.  M.  McGowan. 


Clerk 

(whole-time) 


-do- 


(2)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Services  in  Manchester, 
which  are  provided  free  of  charge  to  the  Northwich  Urban 
District  Council,  proved  adequate  during  the  year.  Jn 
addition,  this  Service  has  co-operated  in  the  transport  of  the 
samples  twice  monthly  from  this  area.  Details  of  the  samples 
and  specimens  are  given  later  m  the  report. 


(3)  Environmental  Services. 

Details  of  the  other  Services,  e.g.  Sanitary  and  Housing 
Inspections,  Food  Examinations,  etc.,  etc.,  provided  by  the 
Northwich  Urban  District  Council  are  recorded  later  in  this 
report. 

(B)  Isolation  Hospital  Services. 

After  31st  March,  1955,  Davenham  Isolation  Hospital 
discontinued  the  admittance  and  treatment  of  cases  of  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases,  as  accommodation  was  required  for  a 
Maternity  Unit.  This  conversion,  of  course,  necessitated  the 
transportation  of  all  Infectious  Disease  cases  requiring 
hospital  treatment  to  hospitals  some  miles  away  from  their 
homes,  which  was  rather  regrettable.  It  is,  however,  very 
gratifying  to  know  that  the  Hospital  still  admits  a  number 
of  elderly  chronic  sick  patients  as  well  as  the  maternity 
cases.  During  the  y  ear  a  total  of  114  patients  were  admitted, 
of  whom  30  were  residents  of  the  Northwich  Urban  District, 


as  follows  : — 

1.  1.  ’55  1.  4.  ’55 

to  to 

31.  3.  ’55  31.  12.  ’55 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Elderly  sick,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  7  13 

Maternity  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  10 


(C)  Provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  have  officers  discharging 
duties  in  the  Urban  area  under  the  following  Services  : — 

School  Medical,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  including 
Milk  Food  Sales,  Tuberculosis,  School  Dental,  Health 
Visiting,  Weights  and  Measures  Inspection,  Specialist 
Services,  e.g.,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic,  Paediatric,  Home 
and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Services,  Speech  Therapy, 
Residential  and  Temporary  Accommodation,  under  the 
County  Welfare  Services,  etc.,  etc. 
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The  Mid-Cheshire  Divisional  Health  Committee  (under 
the  auspices  of  the  County  Council)  provided  the  following 
Services  :- 

(a)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Schemes. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  1955  in  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  is  detailed  as  follows  : — 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Pre-School  Children 

School  Children 

Adults  . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children 

School  Children  . 

Re-immunised  . 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children 
School  Children 


78 

3 

8 


46 

4 

107 


32 

4 


Combined  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation. 

Pre-School  Children  .  .  169 

School  Children  .  .  1 

During  1955  the  prophylactic  which  gives  protection 
against  both  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  continued  to 
be  used.  This  vaccine  reduces  the  number  of  injections  from 
five  to  three  for  each  child,  and  should  preferably  be  com¬ 
menced  when  the  infant  is  3-4  months  old. 


(b)  Sitting  Case  Car  and  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  in  the  area  continued  to  deal  with  North¬ 
wich  Urban  patients  expeditiously  and  without  serious 
complaint  throughout  the  year. 

(c)  Prevention  of  Illness  —  Care  and  After  Care. 

Nursing  requisites  and  after-care  equipment  were 
loaned  for  the  use  of  the  sick  and  needy  in  a  number  of 
homes  during  the  year. 

(d)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

Domestic  Helps  have  been  provided  during  1955  in  34 
households  in  the  Urban  District.  The  kind  of  cases  assisted 
included  old  age,  confinement,  etc. 
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SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  services  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Mid  &  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  the  Water  Board  submit¬ 
ted  to  me,  for  information,  19  copies  of  the  Analyst's 
Reports  of  samples  of  water  taken  in  the  North wich  Urban 
District,  all  of  which  were  reported  upon  satisfactorily. 

In  addition,  six  samples  taken  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination,  were  also  reported  upon  satis¬ 
factorily. 

Swimming  Rath. — The  water  in  the  baths  was  main¬ 
tained  in  a  satisfactory  condition  during  1955,  but  somewhat 
surprisingly  two  unsatisfactory  samples  were  reported  out 
of  a  total  of  21  when  submitted  to  the  Manchester  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Appro¬ 
priate  action  was  taken  to  remedy  these,  viz.,  changing  of 
the  water,  scourging  of  the  pool  and  the  use  of  bleaching 
powder,  after  which  further  samples  proved  to  be  perfectly 
satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  bathers  using  the  Swimming  Baths 
during  the  1955  season  was  73.500.  This  figure  includes 
members  of  the  public,  organised  parties  of  school-children 
and  in-patients  of  a  nearby  Miners’  Rehabilitation  Centre, 
etc. 


Children’s  Paddling  Pool. — During  the  year,  four 
samples  of  the  paddling  pool  water  were  submitted  to  the 
Laboratory  for  examination,  two  of  which  were  reported 
upon  unsatisfactorily.  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  unsatis¬ 
factory  reports  were  the  outcome  of  the  particularly  heavy 
use  to  which  the  Paddling  Pool  was  being  put  and  the  heat 
wave  conditions  prevailing  at  the  beginning  of  August.  The 
water  was  changed  twice  weekly,  plus  the  use  of  chlorine 
disinfectants  and  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  pool  itself — 
all  these  measures  should  'be  sufficient  to  ensure  the  clean¬ 
liness  and  safety  of  the  water  for  paddling  purposes  under 
normal  usage. 

Recreational  and  Open  spaces. — The  Manchester  Road 
refuse  tip  was  graded  and  the  owners  accepted  the  comple¬ 
ted  site  as  being  satisfactory.  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report  it  is  not  known  whether  the  owners  are  to  continue 
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the  experiment  which  was  begun  last  year,  of  tree  planting, 
although  adjoining  this  site  quite  a  large  number  of  trees 
have  been  planted,  but  it  will  be  some  years  before  the 
benefits  therefrom  can  be  fully  appreciated. 

The  Parks  and  Cemetery  Superintendent  of  the  North- 
wieh  Urban  District,  Mr.  T.  Garwood,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“  Since  the  last  report  there  has  been  no  further 
development  in  parks.  However,  now  that  our  parks  are 
better  known,  it  is  noticeable  that  more  and  more 
people  are  using  them.  Vickers  way  Park  in  summer  is 
widely  used  by  young  mothers.  This  park  is  well  away 
from  any  traffic  and  children  can  play  in  complete 
safety. 

Verdin  Gardens  are  being  used  on  an  ever 
increasing  scale  by  patients  attending  the  Clinic. 

It  is  hoped  to  complete  ,the  new  Rest  Garden  on 
the  Leftwich  Estate  during  1956.” 

The  value  of  the  Council’s  Gardens,  green  open  spaces, 
etc.,  cannot  be  assessed  strictly  in  terms  of  health,  but  in 
a  busy  industrial  town  they  cannot  fail  to  remove  some  of 
the  mental  depression  and  stifling  which  is  associated  with 
the  congested  and  mean  streets  of  a  built  up  area. 

Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  R.  W.  Clarke,  reports  under  this 
heading,  as  follows  : — 

“No  major  proposals  for  resewerage  have  been  submit¬ 
ted  during  the  year,  but  due  to  extension  of  Boundary  the 
Rural  Sewage  Works  at  Rudheath  now  come  within  the 
U.D.  Boundary. 

Further,  the  sewage  from  the  Leftwich  and  Manor 
housing  es+^tes  is  drained  to  the  Rural  District  Sewage 
Works.  As  from  1st  April,  1955,  the  drainage  and  treatment 
of  these  areas  is  no  longer  a  Rural  District  responsibility, 
but  the  Rural  District  will  continue  to  treat  sewage  from 
these  area  on  a  negotiated  basis. 

The  detailed  design  of  a  new  system  for  the  re-sewering 
of  the  town  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the  Council’s  decis¬ 
ion  not  to  lift  the  town  centre  and  their  proposals  to  apply 
for  the  additional  land  at  Leftwich  referred  to  previously. 

No  major  breakdown  of  sewers  occurred  during  the 
year.” 
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The  Surveyor  further  reports  : — 

“  River  Pollution. — No  alteration  has  taken  place  m  the 
outlets  into  the  river  and  no  major  pollution  has  been 
reported. 

Flooding. — No  flood  occurred  during  1955  affecting  any 
of  the  highways  or  properties. 

Camping  Sites. — No  camping  sites  were  scheduled 
under  the  T.&C.P.  Act  during  the  year. 

Town  Lift. — A  limited  area  of  highway  at  the  junction 
of  London  Road,  Hayhurst  Street  and  brockhurst  Street 
will  be  lifted  during  1956/57. 

New  Health  Service  Centre. — Negotiations  are  proce¬ 
eding  with  the  County  Council  for  premises  for  a  new 
Centre  for  local  Health  and  Ambulance  Services  to  be 
erected  at  Hartford  Hill. 

New  C.C.  Byelaws. — A  byelaw  has  been  made  by  the 
County  Council  for  operation  in  this  district  to  prevent  the 
overloading  of  lorries  with  various  materials  and  prevent 
the  deposition  of  such  materials  on  the  highways.  It  also 
makes  the  overloading  of  lorries,  causing  dust  nuisance,  an 
offence. 

Street  Sweeping. — The  amount  of  litter  in  the  town 
has  increased  and  difficulty  is  experienced  in  keeping  the 
town  clean  and  tidy.  The  Market  is  very  active  and  no 
doubt  contributes  to  the  litter  problem  which  is  made  more 
difficult  by  the  5-day  week.  One  man  is  however  employed 
on  overtime  rates  on  Saturday  to  clean  the  lower  area  of 
the  town. 

The  sweeping  machine  now  has  to  sweep  the  Leftwich 
and  Manor  Estates  which  were  added  to  our  area  in  April, 
1955. 

Public  Conveniences. — -The  Council  considered  the 
provision  of  additional  conveniences  in  Middlewich  Road 
and  the  Town  Centre,  but  had  to  agree  to  defer  these 
schemes  until  financial  assistance  would  be  available.” 

Mr.  Baines  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  : — 

“  Closet  Accommodation. — Two  conversions  were 
carried  out  and  pending  decisions  as  to  the  houses  to  be 
dealt  with  within  the  Council’s  five-year  programme  of 
slum  clearance,  no  further  attempt  to  deal  with  any  others 
was  made.  It  is  likely  that  in  the  very  near  future  the 
number  of  pail  closets  in  the  area  will  be  less  than  12. 
These  are  mainly  in  places  where  it  is  not  possible  to 
connect  to  a  sewer.  No  complaints  have  arisen  from  the 
pail  closets  in  use,  possibly  because  of  the  practice  of 
supplying  chemical  fluid  for  use  in  the  pails. 
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Public  Cleansing. — On  1st  April,  1955,  the  boundary 
extension  became  operative,  bringing  into  the  Urban  Dist¬ 
rict  approximately  1,000  houses  and  489  acres  of  land.  As  a 
result  the  Council  after  consideration  decided  to  continue 
tne  refuse  collection  with  the  same  number  of  men  and 
vehicles  as  had  previously  served  the  Urban  District.  It  was 
necessary  to  organise  the  collections  so  that  refuse  in  the 
town  centre  could  be  collected  without  interfering  with 
traffic  conditions.  In  order  to  do  this  the  main  shopping 
centre  has  been  kept  on  a  weekly  collection,  certain  other 
areas  in  the  district  are  also  kept  on  a  weekly  collection, 
but  the  bulk  of  the  district  is  on  approximately  10  to  11-day 
service.  This  system  is  unavoidable  and  has  produced 
difficulties,  but  any  attempt  to  avoid  them  would  produce  a 
greater  problem  with  regard  to  town  refuse  collection, 
without  any  material  benefit  to  the  10  to  11-day  household 
collection. 

As  a  result  of  this  change  many  more  complaints  regar¬ 
ding  refuse  collection  have  been  received  and1,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  work  overtime  on  the  collection  of  refuse  for 
the  first  time  for  two  or  throe  Years.  This  alteration  of 
refuse  collection  has  had  an  effect  upon  the  workmen  ;  it 
is  virtually  impossible  to  get  first-class  men  for  refuse 
collection,  but  in  the  case  of  a  weekly  collection  with  bins 
not  too  full,  the  labour  employed  was  able  to  handle  these 
but  with  an  extended  collection  dustbins  are  full  and 
heavy  and  often  it  requires  more  than  two  men  to  lift  a 
bin,  where  previously  one  man  was  able  to  cope  with  it. 
Whilst  it  is  hoped  that  the  Council  will  revert  to  its  previous 
system  of  a  weekly  collection,  rising  costs  may  not  make 
if  possible  to  provide  the  extra  men  required  for  such  a 
service. 

In  dealing  with  the  collection  of  refuse  the  question  of 
planning  of  housing  estates  does  have  a  great  effect  on  this 
service.  The  old  terraced  type  of  property  with  back  yards 
enables  bins  to  be  collected  at  a  high  rate  ;  the  modern 
semi-detached  houses  with  small  gardens  and  side  entrances 
give  an  opportunity  for  bins  to  be  trucked  out  and  collec¬ 
ted  at  a  reasonable  rate,  but  some  of  the  latest  planning 
does  slow  up  collection  considerably.  Access  to  the  dustbins 
is  at  times  very  difficult  and  incidents  arise  between  tenants 
of  houses  and  the  workmen  collecting  the  bins.  Narrow 
roads  and  in  some  cases  roads  with  no  access  for  traffic 
necessitate  bins  having  to  be  carried  long  distances.  The 
result  of  all  this  ?  is  that  the  cost  of  refuse'  collection  from 
this  type  of  property  increases  the  aggregate  cost  of  such- 
collection. 
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In  view  of  the  amount  of  salvage  collected,  the  Council 
decided  to  license  all  vehicles  for  use  with  trailers.  A  new 
trailer  was  purchased  and  now  all  four  regular  vehicles 
have  a  trailer  available.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  policy 
has  been  successful  and  the  extra  cost  incurred  will  have 
been  repaid  in  the  first  twelve;  months.  The  general  public 
appear  readily  to  respond  in  saving  salvage  when  they  see 
that  separate  provision  is  made  for  its  collection. 

Disposal  of  Refuse. — The  disposal  of  refuse  has  been 
dealt  with  very  satisfactorily,  even  when  refuse  has  been 
tipped  within  yards  of  domestic  premises.  Tipping  at 
Saxons  Lane  site  was  completed  and  the  site  is  now  left 
to  settle  before  grading  of  the  area  takes  place.  Immediat¬ 
ely  adjoining  this  area  a  large  depression  exists  between 
Saxons  Lane  and  other  land  belonging  to  the  Council.  A 
culvert  was  provided  for  a  stream  in  this  depression  and 
tipping  was  commenced  so  that  eventually  the  Council 
housing  site  on  Manor  Park  will  link  up  with  Saxons  Lane 
site  and  possibly  with  other  nearby  Council  property. 
Through  close  supervision  no  nuisance  from  flies  or  crickets 
arose,  despite  the  ideal  conditions  which  existed  through¬ 
out  the  summer. 

A  new  7  cubic  yard  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased  re¬ 
placing  the  19  year  old  refuse  freighter. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  kitchen  waste  was 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  Much  of  the  kitchen  waste  is 
collected  in  bulk  from  canteens  and  disposed:  of  through  a 
private  contractor  who  collects  from  the  Council  Health 
Depot. 

The  baling  of  salvaged  paper  was  carried  oid  very 
satisfactorily,  and  the  electric  paper  baling  machine  has 
more  than  justified  its  purchase  and  the  running  costs  of 
which  have  proved  to  be  extremely  low7. 

The  figures  for  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  during 
1955  are  as  follows  : — 

Tons  Cwt.  Qrs.  £  s.  d. 

Waste  Paper  .  297  17  1  2385  7  2 

Salvage,  other  than  Waste  Paper  95  1  3  423  19  2 

Canal  Boats. — The  number  of  canal  boats  registered 
with  this  Authority  is  31,  no  new  registrations  having  taken 
place  during  the  year. 

Licensed  Caravan  Sites. — There  are  no  licensed  sites 
in  the  district  and  on  other  than  odd  occasions,  there  have 
been  no  hawkers  or  gypsy  caravans  in  the  district. 
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Disinfestation  of  Premises. — Treatment  for  various 
types  ot  insects  was  carried  out  at  0/  premises,  in  view  of 
tne  warm  ary  summer,  this  figure  is  remarkably  low.  The 
service  is  given  free. 

Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1954. — There 
is  only  one  factory  registered  under  this  Act  and  the 
quality  of  material  used  is  very  high. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. — There  are  four  premises  in  the 
district  licensed  as  Pet  Shops. 

Cheshire  County  Council  Act,  1953. — ’Reference  was 
made  to  this  Act  in  last  year’s  report  and  the  Council  have 
made  byelaws  with  respect  to  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’ 
premises,  34  of  which  have  been  registered  up  to  date. 

Smoke  Abatement. — It  has  been  possible  to  have 
improvements  carried  out  at  one  premises  which  were  a 
source  of  complaint,  and  at  another  firm  a  new  and  larger 
boiler  is  being  installed  which  should  be  ready  for  use 
early  in  1956  and  should  eradicate  a  very  real  smoke 
nuisance  near  the  Town’s  centre. 

On  occasions  the  British  Railways  have  had  their 
attention  drawn  to  smoke  nuisances  and  have  given  prom¬ 
ises  to  try  and  avoid  further  complaints. 

Public  Mortuary. — The  construction  of  a  new  mortuary 
was  commenced  and  it  is  expected  to  be  completed  early 
in  1956.  When  completed  the  mortuary  will  have  refrigera¬ 
tion  facilities  sufficient  for  three  bodies,  and  will  have  a 
room  available  for  private  use  in  cases  where  it  is  not 
possible  to  have  the  body  in  a  house.  The  areas  to  be 
served  by  this  mortuary  will  be  the  Urban  District  and 
several  parishes  of  the  surrounding  Rural  District. 

Rodent  Infestation. — The  position  regarding  rodent 
control  is  satisfactory,  but  constant  watchfulness  is  needed. 

Treatment  for  rats  and  mice  was  carried  out  at  165 
premises,  in  addition  to  regular  servicing  at  13  premises 
for  which  the  Council  has  servicing  contracts. 

The  sewage  works  at  Winnington  were  regularly 
treated  and  the  sewers  throughout  the  District  were  test- 
baited  and  found  to  be  free  of  infestation.  The  refuse  tips 
were  free  from  rats,  and  this  illustrates  that  refuse  tips  do 
not  necessarily  harbour  rats  if  the  tipping  can  be  carried 
cut  in  a  proper  manner  with  good  equipment. 
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A  Rodent  Operator  was  appointed,  but  after  having  had 
some  preliminary  training  he  left  the  District  and  thereby 
terminated  his  appointment.  There  is  little  doubt  that  there 
is  a  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  right  type  of  man  for 
this  work,  possibly  because  of  the  responsibilities  involved 
and  the  rates  of  pay. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  no  common 
lodging  houses  in  Northwich. 

Schools. — The  County  Education  Committee  is  respon¬ 
sible  generally  for  school  premises  in  the  district. 

A  Grammar  School  for  Girls  is  now  in  course  of 
erection  at  Leftwich.  On  the  immediate  outskirts  of  the 
district,  further  new  schools  are  being  built  and  it  is  likely 
that  when  these  are  completed  there  will  be  a  direct  and 
favourable  effect  upon  the  existing  schools  within  the 
Northwich  Unban  area.  With  no  precise  information  it  is 
difficult  at  the  moment  to  know  which  schools  are  likely 
to  be  affected.  It  could  well  be  that  one  school,  the  building 
and  other  cicumstances  of  which  are  not  satisfactory,  may 
be  closed  down  altogether  or  at  least  'become  less  crowded. 

It  is  too  early  to  know  whether  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  will  have  the  desirable  effect  of  bringing  about 
the  provision  of  constant  hot  and  cold  water  in  all  schools 
for  the  use  of  all  attending.  A  considerable  contribution 
can  be  made  to  good  hygiene  when  such  facil  ties  are  avail¬ 
able,  provided  that  proper  encouragement  and  training  is 
given  to  scholars  in  their  use 

Factories. — Little  change  has  taken  place  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  factories.  Complaints  which  arose 
were  of  a  minor  nature  and  were  remedied  without 
difficulty.  It  is  unfortunate  that  owing  to  the  great  increase 
in  the  duties  of  the  Health  Department,  it  is  not  possible 
to  carry  out  routine  inspections  of  facte ries  and  the  visits 
now  made  are  usually  as  a  result  of  direct  information 
received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  There  is  a  close 
liaison  between  the  Health  Department  and  the  Factory 
Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
This  does  assist  in  the  remedying  of  serious  sanitary  defects. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Statement  of  Inspections  made  and  Notices  Issued. 


(Based  upon  a  Statement  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number  of 
Notices  served 

Result  of  Service  of  Notices 

Nature  of  Inspections  made 

Num¬ 

ber 

Statu¬ 

tory 

Infor¬ 

mal 

Notice 

Remti- 

Prosecutions 

compli¬ 
ed  with 

ning  in 
hand 

Institu¬ 

ted 

Pend¬ 

ing 

1. 

Dwelling  Houses  (general 
inspection) 

749 

224 

183 

41 

— 

2. 

Cellar  Dwellings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Back-to-Back  Houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Pail  Closets 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Cesspools  ... 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

House  Drainage  ... 

107 

— 

41 

51 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Ditches,  Watercourses  ... 

34 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Offensive  Accumulations 

43 

— 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses 
(Public) 

(Private) 

1144 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  Places  where 
food  is  provided  or 
sold  ... 

471 

14. 

Piggeries  ... 

29 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

(at  Dairies 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Cowsheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Milkshops 

32 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16. 

(a)  Factories 

40 

— 

21 

21 

4 

— 

— 

(b)  Workshops 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Workplaces 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(d)  Outworkers’  Premises 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Bakehouses  (Overground) 

45 

— 

7 

7 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

19. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20. 

Smoke  Nuisances 

7 

— 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

21. 

Canal  Boats 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22. 

Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  and  re-visits 

72 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

23. 

Miscellaneous 

(incl.  Rats  nad  Mice) 

928 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

3718 

331 

299 

46 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1  — Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in¬ 
cluding  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors)  : — 


Premises 

'd 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  six  are  to  be  en- 

15 

22 

forced  by  Local  Authorities  ... 
(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 

102 

63 

8 

Authority  (excluding  out-work- 
ers’  premises 

Total  ... 

117 

85 

8 

i 

2  — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number 

of  cases  in 
which  pro- 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

secutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

1 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

fective 

6 

7 

— 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- - 

— 

■ - 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 

ces  relating  to  Outwork) 

•  •  ~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

8 

8 

— 

7 

— 
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SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

Provision  of  New  Houses. — 

The  Surveyor  reports  : — 

During  the  year  1955/56,  60  dwellings  were  erected 
upon  the  Leftwich  Estate,  of  which  12  were  bungalows.  The 
amount  of  land  now  available  at  Leftwich  is  small  and 
planning  for  the  erection  of  a  further  100  houses  is  the 
maximum  that  can  be  anticipated. 

The  demand  for  bungalows  for  the  older  people  con¬ 
tinues  and  the  proportion  of  such  bungalows  will  vary  with 
the  number  of  rehousing  of  tenants  from  Section  11  houses 
and  persons  on  the  general  housing  list. 

The  Council  considered  the  reduction  in  subsidy  from 
£24  to  £10,  which  took  place  on  all  dwellings  for  which  con¬ 
tracts  had  not  been  accepted  on  3rd  November,  1955,  with 
the  exception  of  houses  erected  for  the  housing  of  persons 
from  unfit  property  and  of  the  houses  already  under  con¬ 
struction.  50  were  allocated  to  general  housing  needs  and 
10  to  occupants  of  unfit  properties.  In  future  allocations 
for  1956/57  it  is  proposed  to  allocate  initially  80%  for 
“  unfit”  cases  and  20%  for  general  housing  needs. 

Tenders  for  7  shops  have  been  accepted  for  erection  on 
the  Leftwich  Estate  and  the  construction  of  a  Public  House 
commenced. 

Housing  Sites. — An  area  of  land  was  sold  upon  the 
Leftwich  Estate  to  the  Cheshire  County  Constabulary  for 
the  erection  thereon  of  6  houses,  which  are  in  course  of 
erection.  Also,  a  plot  of  land  at  the  junction  >f  Malpas 
Road  for  the  erection  of  4  houses,  and  these  too  are  in  course 
of  erection. 

Proposals  for  the  development  of  other  sites  are 
proceeding. 

Planning  clearance  for  the  use  of  land  for  housing  has 
been  obtained  in  principle  at  London  Road,  Queensgate 
extension,  Malpas  Road,  Shipbrook  Road  and  Belmont 
Road,  but  these  are  rather  small  areas. 

Application  has  been  made  for  planning  permission 
develop  an  area  in  the  N.R.D.  to  the  west  of  London  Road 
at  Leftwich  for  housing  purposes  and  this  application  is  to 
be  considered  by  the  Minister  of  Town  and  Country 
Planning. 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  and  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act, 
1954. — Reference  was  made  to  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  in  last  year’s  report,  and  the  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  regarding  standards  of  fitness  have  been  confirmed 
by  later  experiences.  There  have  been,  as  far  as  is  Known, 
no  demands  by  landlords  for  increases  of  rents,  and  only 
one  application  for  a  certificate  of  disrepair  from  a  tenant. 

The  Survey  required  by  the  1954  Act  was  carried  out 
and  a  return  submitted  to  the  'Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government.  It  is  estimated  that  230  houses  need  to- 
be  dealt  with  by  demolition,  but  it  is  certain  that  this  figure 
may  need  to  be  varied  as  circumstances  permit  during  the 
next  five  years. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  by  the  Northwich 
Urban  District  Council  since  the  war  in  dealing  with  unfit 
houses,  and  whilst  the  figure  of  230  houses  does  not  seem 
too  formidable,  the  most  difficult  obstacle  is  one  of  land 
upon  which  to  build  houses  to  replace  them.  Apparently  an 
area  of  land  sufficient  for  the  purpose  is  readily  available 
if  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  will  allow 
for  its  development  for  housing,  as  opposed  to  agricultural 
use. 

Another  obstacle  is  the  increasing  costs  involved. 
Frequently  tenants  of  unfit  houses  state  that  they  prefer 
to  remain  in  inferior  houses  rather  than  live  in  better  sur¬ 
roundings  which  they  say  they  cannot  afford.  This  may 
well  apply  to  a  pensioner,  but  to  a  family  with  working 
members  fully  employed,  the  extra  lent  should  present  no 
real  obstacle. 

Another  problem  is  the  future  of  houses  which  are  sub¬ 
standard  and  yet  not  bad  enough  to  demolish.  There  exist 
in  most  areas  properties  in  need  of  quite  extensive  repairs 
and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  landlords  are  reluctant  to 
do  anything  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  not  economic  to  do  so. 
On  the  other  hand  Demolition  Orders  may  equally  well  be 
resisted.  At  the  threat  of  a  notice  for  extensive  repairs  it 
is  often  suggested  that  the  Council  should  condemn  the 
property.  If  this  were  taken  seriously  it  might  well  mean 
that  odd  houses  in  terraces  amongst  other  reasonably  good 
houses  would  be  standing  condemned.  Should  the  Council 
take  statutory  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  call 
upon  the  owners  to  carry  out  repairs,  etc.,  it  may  happen 
that  should  the  owner  default,  the  Council  would  have  to 
find  the  money  for  the  work.  At  the  same  time  one  must 
agree  that  owners  are  not  encouraged  to  spend  money  on 
property  which  can  never  wholly  be  recovered  by  way  of 
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rent.  However,  every  encouragement  is  given  to  property 
owners  to  take  advantage  of  Improvement  Grants  and  in 
1955,  24  grants  were  given  to  the  value  of  £3036.  It  is  evident 
from  the  results  of  improvements  carried  out  on  properties 
that  many  older  dwellings  can  be  improved  and  serve  to 
show  that  if  money  is  available  many  sound  old  properties 
can  be  saved  for  many  years  and  provide  the  type  of  home, 
centrally  situated,  required  by  many  people. 

Having  regard  to  the  calls  of  other  duties  in  the  De¬ 
partment,  the  amount  of  work  necessary  to  carry  out  all 
the  varying  aspects  of  Housing  requires  more  staff  than  is 
available  at  present 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  &  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply  . — The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  in 
the  milk  supply  of  Northwich  has  been  maintained,  and 
the  sampling  results  confirm  this. 

There  are  26  milk  distributors  operating  in  Northwich 
and  1  registered  dairy.  The  Northwich  Urban  District 
Council  is  also  responsible  for  granting  licences  authorising 
milk  distributors  to  use  the  special  designations  “  Tuber¬ 
culin  Tested,”  “  Pasteurised  ”  and  “  Sterilised.” 

The  following  licences  were  granted  to  milk  dis¬ 
tributors  in  1955  : — 

8  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

18  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk. 

3  licences  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk. 

Supplementary  Licences 

8  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

8  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk. 


Milk  Sampling. — During  the  year  under  review  120 
samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  as 


follows  : — 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

25  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

21 

4 

33  T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk 

33 

— 

57  Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

57 

— 

5  Sterilised  Milk  . 

5 

— 

The  4  samples  of  T.T.  milk  which  were  unsatisfactory 
were  taken  during  the  hot  weather  under  very  unfavourable 
conditions.  In  addition,  25  samples  of  milk  were  submitted 
for  examination  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  all  of 
which  proved  negative. 

The  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  samples  Dy  the 
Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  proved 
most  helpful,  and  since  samples  from  six  local  authorities 
are  collected  from  Northwich,  considerable  time  and  money 
is  saved  by  this  minor  form  of  centralisation. 

(b)  Ice  Cream. — During  the  vear  2  new  registrations 
were  granted  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  1955  was  as 
follows  : — 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  57 

Registered  premises  for  the  sale  and  manufacture 
of  Ice-Cream  .  .  .  1 


Total 


58 
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The  Methylene  Blue  Test  is  still  'employed  as  an 
indicator  ot  cleanliness  of  ice-cream  and  during  It) 5a,  37 
sampies  were  submitted  for  laboratory  examination,  with 
the  following  results  : — 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


23 

8 

6 


Nil 


(c)  Food  Inspection. — The  five  slaughterhouses  were 
re-licensed  on  the  1st  April,  1955,  until  June,  19o9,  and  a 
licence  was  granted  to  a  slaughterhouse  wnich  had  been 
previously  refused.  Also,  as  a  result  of  the  boundary 
extension,  one  additional  slaughterhouse  was  brought  into 
the  area  on  1st  April,  1955.  Ine  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  that  5  slaughterhouses  were  used  regularly,  one  is 
not  yet  in  use  ana  the  other  is  undergoing  extensive  repairs. 

There  has  been  100%  meat  inspection  throughout  the 
year  although  this  has  caused  cmsiderabie  inconvenience 
to  the  Inspectors,  as  quite  a  large  proportion  of  the 
slaughtering  takes  place  outside  normal  working  hours, 
including  Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings  and  Sunday 
mornings.  It  is  appreciated  that  butchers  have  to-  run  their 
business  to  suit  their  trade,  but  more  rigid  control  over  the 
hours  of  slaughter  would  greatly  assist  in  the  inspection  of 
meat. 

The  Meat  Inspector  reports  : — 

“  The  quality  of  meat  slaughtered  in  the  district  has 
been  high  and  the  major  portion  of  the  cattle  are  insured 
against  condemnation.  It  will  be  noticed  from  the  figures 
given  that  the  percentage  of  part  carcases  condemned  is 
high,  particularly  in  the  case  of  sheep,  but  this  is  because 
of  the  large  numbers  of  livers  suffering  from;  Distomatosis 
(Liver  Fluke)  and  other  parasites.  The  loss  of  food  because 
of  liver  fluke  must  be  enormous  and  it  would  appear  that 
some  better  measures  of  prevention  than  at  present  exist 
should  be  found  so  that  valuable  food  can  be  saved. 
Compared  with  pre-war  meat  inspection  it  is  noticeable 
that  the  increase  in  Tuberculin-Tested  herds  has  had  its 
effect  on  cattle  and  pigs  coming  into  the  slaughterhouses, 
the  amount  of  meat  condemned  because  of  Tuberculosis 
may  well  be  considerably  lower  than  was  formerlv  the 


case 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part  : — 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

564 

800 

19 

3566 

1976 

Number  inspected 

564 

800 

19 

3566 

1976 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

47 

173 

_ _ 

278 

84 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci  ... 

8.3 

21.6 

10.5 

7.7 

4.4 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

41 

178 

_ _ 

. 
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Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.4 

23.1 

1.3 

Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger¬ 
ation  ... 

_ 

_____ 

_ _ 

Generalised  and  total¬ 
ly  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

! 

— - 
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(i)  Condemnation  of  Meat. — All  unsound  meat  ^ 
treated  with  Blue  Stain,  in  accordance  with  iVnmstxj 
Circular  No  JO/54  and  is  disposed  of  througn  reputa^c 
dealers  7  tons  4  cwts.  81  Ids.  of  Unsound  IVi^at  w..  o 
condemned  during  the  year. 

(ii)  Fried  Fish. — There  are  22  registered  premises 
for  the  frying  of  fish.  During  the  year  several  businesses 

have  changed  hands. 

(iii)  Bakehouses. — The  21  bakehouses  in  the 
district  are  satisfactory  and  steps  are  taken  at  every 
opportunity  to  bring  about  improvements  wherever 
necessary.  45  routine  inspections  were  made  during  the 
year. 

(iv)  Other  Foods. — During  1955  a  total  of  1  ton 
0  cwts.  11  lbs.  of  food  of  all  kinds  was  condemned  or 
surrendered  as  unfit  by  traders  at  local  shops,  cafes  and 
canteens. 

In  addition,  the  following,  based  upon  a  statement  by 
the  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspectors,  is  a 
summary  of  other  samples  obtained  in  the  Norfhwich 
Urban  District  during  the  year  1955  : — 


Name  of  Sample 

Number 

obtained 

Number  adulterated  or  not 
up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Adrenaline  Cream 

1 

_ 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

Borax  Powder,  B.P. 

1 

— 

Coconut  (Desiccated)  ... 

1 

- — • 

Codeine  Tablets 

1 

— 

Glycerine 

1 

— 

[ce  Cream 

3 

— 

Meat  (Luncheon) 

1 

— 

Meat  Paste  (Ham)  . 

1 

— 

Milk  (Fresh)  . 

37 

— 

Noodles  (Egg) . 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil  . 

1 

— 

Pickles  (Mixed) 

1 

— 

Steak  (Stewed) . 

1 

— 

Syrup  and  Figs  (Compound)  ... 

1 

— 

Tomatoes  (Plum) 

1 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

" 

Total  ... 

55 

— 

The  above  results  as  you  will  observe  are  very 
satisfactory,  in  that  no  samples  were  certified  'by  the  Public 
Analyst  to  be  of  non-standard  quality. 
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Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  : 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

The  above  Act  and  Regulations  became  known  m  the 
closing  days  of  the  year  and  the  date  of  operation  is  to  be 
1st  January,  1956. 

The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  both  Inspectors 
continue  to  expand.  The  above  new  Food  Regulations,  the 
recent  Housing  Acts,  and  Meat  Inspection  Service  and  the 
new  County  Council  Act  —  all  these  have  brought 
additional  work  to  the  Department  without  any  corre¬ 
sponding  expansion  in  the  staff.  It  remains  to  be  seen  how 
much  time  can  be  given  to  all  this  new  work  without  neg¬ 
lecting  other  duties 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

(1)  The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  was  low,  with  the 
exception  of  measles,  as  may  be  gathered  from,  the 
following  table  ; — 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

_ 

Acute  Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

4 

1 

Measles 

64 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

23 

Infectious  Diseases  cases,  as  notified  above,  were 
admitted  to  the  undermentioned  hospitals  for  treatment  • — 
Warrington  Isolation  Hospital  ...  4  patients. 

Monsail  Isolation  Hospital .  1  patient. 

Colwyn  Bay  Isolation  Hospital  ...  1  patient. 

As  mentioned  earlier  in  the  report  the  Davenham 
Isolation  Hospital,  Nr.  North wich,  was  closed  to  Infectious 
Diseases  cases  on  31st  March,  1955,  as  the  accommodation 
was  required  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  a  new 
Maternity  Unit. 

(2)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  table  below  details  the  ages  of  both  new  cases  and 
deaths  from  both  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1955. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

5-15  „ 

3 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

15-25  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— . 

— 

— 

35-45  . 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

45-55  ., 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  .. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  up.vards  ... 

— 

- 

• 

' 

■ - - 

Total 

9 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

26 


During  1955,  16  cases  were  admitted  to  and  18  dis¬ 
charged  from  Sanatoria. 

Number  of  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  years  : — 

1944  1945  194C  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  j.955 
185  182  176  146  151  146  137  101  106  79  66  80 

B.C.G.  Protection  against  Tuberculosis. — In  addition  to 
the  B.C.G.  protection  against  tuberculosis  as  carried  out  at 
tiie  local  Chest  Clinic  on  actual  contacts  to  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  the  vaccination  of  new-born  babies  at  the  St. 
Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  the  parents  of  school  children 
of  the  12/13  years  age  group  in  the  area  have  been  offered 
this  new  form  of  protective  treatment.  The  response  to 
date  on  the  part  of  the  parents  to  take  advantage  of  this 
treatment  for  their  children  has  been  good,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  the  following  : — 

No.  of  Consents  received  ...  .  185 

No.  tested  and  found  to  need  the  vaccination  158 

(3)  MASS  RADIOGRAPHY. 

I  give  below  an  extract  of  information  which  has  been 
submitted  to  me  by  the  Medical  Director  and  Organising 
Secretary  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  : — 

The  Northwich  Urban  and  Weaverham  districts  were 
visited  for  the  first  time  between  the  7th  September  and  the 
18th  October,  1955. 

The  examinees  at  Weaverham  were  practically  all 
general  public  volunteers,  but  in  Northwich,  the  local  firms, 
other  than  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  Alkali  Division,  were  invited  to 
participate. 

During  the  survey  the  Unit  was  located  as  follows 

County  Welfare  Clinic,  Church  Lane,  Weaverham. 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd.,  General  Chemicals 
Division,  Wade  Works,  Northwich. 

Broadhurst  &  Co.  (Gadbrook)  Ltd.,  Gadbrook  North¬ 
wich. 

J  Parks  &  Son  Ltd.,  Northwich. 

Civil  Defence  Centre.  Brockhurst  Street,  Northwich. 

A  publicity  campaign  was  carried  out  in  both  areas  by 
means  of  a  distribution  of  leaflets  to  households,  posters  in 
local  shops,  articles  in  the  press,  and  films  at  the  cinemas. 
The  Medical  Officers  of  I.C.I.  Ltd..  Alkali  Division,  arranged 
for  posters,  giving  details  of  the  public  sessions,  to  be  dis¬ 
played  throughout  their  works,  for  the  benefit  of  their 
employees’  families.  In  addition,  the  Clerks  of  Parish 
Councils  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Northwich  were 
furnished  with  full  information. 
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PERSONS  EXAMINED. 


All  ages  above  14  years 


M. 

F 

F* 

Total 

Factories /Offices. 

General  Public 

1050 

890 

1940 

Housewives 

2080 

2080 

Others 

900 

720 

1620 

All  Groups 

1950 

(152) 

3690 

(557) 

5640 

(709) 

(Figures  shown  in  brackets  denote  number 
of  persons  examined  at  Weaverham). 

COMMENTS. 

1.  In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  examination  of  school 
children  w^as  confined  to  the  Mantoux  positive 
reactors.  School  teachers  and  other  staff  from  all 
the  schools  were  invited  to  attend. 

2.  Only  6  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  requiring 
treatment  were  found,  giving  an  incidence  of  1.0  per 
thousand  examinees.  This  low  rate  may  be  due  to 
the  small  proportion  of  industrial  examinees  m  the 
total  X-rayed,  and  also  to  the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
munity  examined,  in  that  it  is  only  partly  indus¬ 
trialised  and  set  in  rural  surroundings.  Another  im¬ 
portant  point  is  that  as  I.C.I.  Ltd.,  Alkali  Division, 
employ  the  majority  of  workers  and  X-ray  all  these 
regularly,  this  must  reduce  the  total  reservoir  of 
infectious  cases  and  consequently  give  a  lower 
morbidity  rate  in  the  general  public  as  a  whole. 


(4)  DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES. 

The  disinfection  of  21  homes  and  other  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 

For  Tuberculosis  (plus  steam  disinfection  of 
bedding)  .  ...  .  •••  10 

For  Infectious  Diseases,  etc .  ...  11 
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(5)  CHILDREN'S  SUMMER  CAMP. 

In  connection  with  the  Holiday  Camp  of  a  Local 
Industry,  the  medical  examination  of  some  74  Northwich 
school-children  was  arranged,  prior  to  their  departure  to 
the  Camp  held  in  North  Wales  during  the  period  27th  May 
to  3rd  June,  1955. 

I  would  like  to  say,  in  closing  this  report,  how  much  I 
appreciate  the  help  I  have  received  from  the  Members  of 
the  Council  and  Officials  in  dealing  with  the  various  matters 
which  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

W.  S.  SLATER,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Hartford  Hill, 

Darwin  Street, 

NORTHWICH, 

Cheshire. 

August,  1956. 
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